CHAPTER   13
EUROPE
I KNEW that Masaryk had pondered a great deal on the problem of contemporary Russia and had examined it critically. In forming his conclusions he has had the advantage of having made a profound study of the old Russia, whereas I am better acquainted with the new Russia, which he has not seen with his own eyes since 1918. I shall take a more suitable opportunity than these pages afford me to give an account of my favourable impressions of the new Russia, as I related them to him. In order to bring him back to the former Russia, I introduced the subject of Tolstoi once again. He described the paradox of Tolstoi's life which he had observed on the occasion of many visits, how Tolstoi was always enthusiastic about the peasantry and mixed up with them, while at the same time he allowed his village to wallow in dirt, and how he tried to excuse in vain the lordly style of his own country life.
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